
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE TOWNSHIP 
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL, 29 NORTH DAY STREET, ORANGE, NEW 
JERSEY, ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2010 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 
CONFERENCE MEETING AT 7:10 PM. 
 
1) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 
2) ROLL CALL       PRESENT  ABSENT 
 Hon. Elroy A. Corbitt             (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 

Hon. Tency A. Eason             (North Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Linda Jones-Bell           (East Ward   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Edward B. Marable, Jr. (South Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Rayfield Morton    (At-Large)   ____X___  _________ 
Hon. Donna K. Williams     (At-Large)   ________  Arrived@7:19PM 
Hon. Hassan Abdul-Rasheed   (West Ward)  ____X___  _________ 
Council President 

 
 The Municipal Clerk announced that Council President Abdul- Rasheed had a quorum. 

             
ALSO PRESENT   

 
 Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk    ____X___  _________ 
 Hon. Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., Mayor                                    ____X___                   _________ 
           Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney      ____X___  _________ 

Dwayne D. Warren, Legal Research Officer   ____X___  _________ 
 John F. Mason, Business Administrator     ____X____  _________ 

 Margarette Homere, Clerk’s Office    ____X___                  _________  
 
3) Municipal Clerk announces that the requirement of N.J. S.A. 10:4-9 et. seq., “Sunshine Law” 

has been met.  A notice of this meeting was sent to the Star Ledger and published in the Orange 
Transcript on July 8, 2010, posted on the Bulletin in City Hall and filed in the Office of the 
Municipal Clerk. 
 

4)        APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
 These Minutes were withdrawn until the September 7, 2010 meeting. 

   
           Public Hearing, Conference & Regular Meeting – July 20, 2010  
 

Councilman Corbitt cannot vote, because he was not present. 
  
 Motion:           Second: 
  
 5)       REPORTS 

 
Department of Planning & Development- Month of June 2010- $ 28,781.00 
 
Department of Planning & Development- Month of July 2010- $ 18,011.00 
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CONSTABLE REPORTS  

   
 None            
  
 President directs Clerk to file reports. 
 
 
6) COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
  

None  
 

7)        CITIZEN COMMENTS ON GENERAL ISSUES/AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 PURSUANT TO SECTION 4-10 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE  

TOWNSHIP, “EACH PERSON ADDRESSING THE COUNCIL SHALL STEP UP 
TO THE MICROPHONE, SHALL GIVE HIS OR HER NAME IN AN AUDIBLE 
TONE FOR THE RECORDS, AND UNLESS FURTHER TIME IS GRANTED BY  
THE PRESIDING OFFICER, SHALL LIMIT HIS OR HER ADDRESS TO TEN 
(10) MINUTES”. 

 
PUBLIC IS EXPECTED TO CONDUCT THEMSELVES IN A PROPER MANNER, 
ANY DEROGATORY, ABUSIVE OR THREATENING STATEMENTS WILL NOT  
BE PERMITTED. THE CHAIR WILL IMMEDIATELY RULE SUCH CONDUCT  
OUT OF ORDER AND TERMINATE ANY FURTHER COMMENTS. 
 

 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Jeffrey Feld- (Please See The Attached) 
 
 Jeffrey Feld of 268 Main Street asked why weren’t certain entries disclosed relating naming the 
 law suit as described in docket number L-6761-08, as other entries do disclosed the name of the 
 law suit. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed John F. Mason, Business Administrator 
 
 Mr. Mason in response stated that the entries are for bills to be paid by the departments 
 themselves.  However, he deferred to Marvin T. Braker, City Attorney for a further explanation. 
 
 (Mr. Braker was unavailable to answer Mr. Feld’s question, at that time) 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked Mr. Feld to proceed with his remaining questions. 
 
 Mr. Feld asked why did the Hawkins Administration decrease the number of UEZ funded Police 
 Officers from eight to three. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Valerie Jackson, Director of Planning 
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that we only have five hundred thousand dollars in UEZ 
 funding, and only thirty-five percent of that can be used for municipal use, which is the 
 reason for the reduction in funding for Police. 
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 Mr. Feld asked where the thirty-five percent limitation can be found. 
 
 Director Jackson in response stated that can be found in the rules and regulations of the Urban 
 Enterprise Zone Authority, which is on their state website. 
 
 Mr. Feld asked when the third party tax bill will be issued. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that the County is adopting their budget tonight.  Mr. Mason stated once we 
 have that portion of the amount to be raised by taxation, it has to be collected within the borders 
 of Orange for the County.  He then stated that we will have all of information we need to 
 generate the bill and mail them out to our property owners. 
 
 Mr. Feld then asked if the school board’s portion had been sent. 
 
 Mr. Mason replied, yes. 
   
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Shirley Hendricks 
 
 Shirley Hendricks of 731 Berkley Avenue began by listing some concerns and observations of the 
 Berkley Avenue Crime Watch Group and Citizens for a Responsible Government and they are 
 as follows: 
 

• Ms. Hendricks stated that there was a four way stop sign that was put at the corner of 
Heywood and Berkley which has been a tremendous success.  Ms. Hendricks stated to the 
residence that a four way stop sign should be considered opposed to a traffic light being 
placed at certain intersections because it seems to have been more effective in her area, 
and is no longer a concern.  

• Ms. Hendricks stated that the overflow of traffic in Orange Park is still of some concern 
to the residence in that area. Ms. Hendricks stated that she believes the County is 
working on this issue.  However, the sooner it is addressed the better for the residence 
because it limits parking for them and their visitors. 

• Ms. Hendricks stated that we should have the grant writers to help us attain state of the 
art fire equipment for our fire fighters, as the lack of the proper equipment is the cause of 
most fatalities.   

• Ms. Hendricks stated that she had called in a complaint about an unsightly area and a 
week later the problem had been repaired beyond her belief.  Ms. Hendricks stated that a 
phone call to the Directors is all that it takes because they do act quickly to resolve issues. 

• Ms. Hendricks stated that we are the laughing stock of other towns because we have a 
part-time Mayor, which isn’t heard of.  Ms. Hendricks stated that we should put forth the 
money needed to bring our Mayor on full-time.   

• Ms. Hendricks stated that the rise in taxes is high on everyone’s list.  She stated that this 
is an area that needs to be addressed promptly as the citizens are in immediate need of 
some relief. 

 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Katalin Gordon 
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 Katalin Gordon of 211 Park Place stated that it should be clear to us that the total City tax is a 
 set amount, completely independent upon how the housing market is progressing.  Ms. Gordon 
 stated that the Mayor’s message on the website gives the impression that the housing market 
 dropped and the reassessment will lower residential taxes, which isn’t how it works.  Ms. 
 Gordon stated, if all properties are valued lower across the board then the tax rate will rise  
 accordingly, creating no change in tax amounts.  Ms. Gordon stated that two factors that will 
 change taxes is a redistribution of taxes between  residential and commercial properties and 
 certain residential areas versus other residential areas.   
   
 Ms. Gordon stated that she’s not making any request as to reassess or not to reassess but 
 wanted to bring out a few points to be clarified, before moving on this quarter of a million dollar 
 expense.  The points are as follows: 
 

• How can the administration guarantee from the start that commercial properties did not 
sink in value just as residential properties have and an appropriate balance will be reset? 

 
• If the discrepancies show blatant, why can’t the city institute an appropriate scaling up 

or down property values by type because the municipalities have much independence on 
how to assess their properties. 

 
• Tax burdens are felt across the board but some feel it more than others so maybe some of 

the burden should be shifted to our neighbors or someone else. 
 

• The door to door revaluations were done five years and don’t need to be done for another 
half year, at the earliest.   

 
Ms. Gordon suggest that a simple software be created to use year after year to adjust 
reassessments, as there is no need to hire outside help to assist with the reassessment process. 

  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized William R. Lewis 
 
 William R. Lewis of 688 Mosswood Avenue stated with respect to resolution 217-2010 as it 
 relates to memorializing his wife, he will be in support of it as it is a good time to recognize  good 
 people.  Mr. Lewis stated with respect to ordinance 19-2010 as it relates to a Special Emergency 
 Appropriations, the Council should find out the rules that say you can appropriate this way, 
 which will in turn educate theme as to the right way to go.  Mr. Lewis stated with respect to 
 ordinance 21-2010, the Planning Board has so many people involved with HANDS that they 
 often have to recluse themselves from voting and they have to pull people from the Zoning 
 Board to handle the City’s business, and what effect this will have on the citizens. 
 
 Mr. Lewis stated that Council should reconsider the municipal levy and temporary budget 
 because at this pace the tax payers will be taxed faster and earlier.  He stated, if the budget  stays 
 consistent with what has been for the past two years then Council will not have anything left on 
 the back end to make any cuts to keep the tax rate low.  Mr. Lewis suggest that Council present 
 a resolution to motion to reconsider and bring back a number that is sensible because the 
 number that is currently in place is questionable. 
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Gloria Stewart 
 
 Gloria Stewart of 62 Hampton Terrace stated that we should be more cautious when it comes to 
 selling properties to individuals promising to put it to great use of it with no outcome.  
 
 Mrs. Stewart made inquiries and suggestions as follows: 
 

• What is the status of the Deputy Clerk’s position? 
• When will there be proper air conditioning in the Council Chambers? 
• Where will the money come from to support the Mayor on the full-time basis? 
• The BA stated that he needed more help but asked that we do more with less; well 

shouldn’t the same apply to him.  
• How will the appointment to the Board of Education be determined? 

 
 Mayor Hawkins stated in response to Mrs. Stewart’s inquiry that the “Call to Service” is an 
 opportunity to give the government back to the people. Mayor Hawkins stated that all 
 recommendations will be considered and screened by the committee; all resumes will be looked 
 at with respect to selecting the best and brightest candidates to be interviewed, and chosen to 
 serve on the Board of Education.   
  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Tracey Wright 
 
 Tracey Wright of 400 Berryman Place stated that this is the address of her parents, who are the 
 owners of this home and it’s paid for.  Ms. Wright stated that her parents are on a fixed income 
 and they can’t afford to pay their taxes at this increasing rate.  However, they have five children 
 who will assure that their taxes get paid.  Ms. Wright stated that she will only be in favor of the 
 reassessment if it benefits the residence.  Ms. Wright stated that her parent’s tax bill is late every 
 quarter and it’s unfair that her father has to pay a late fee because the City sent the bill out late. 
  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Connie Braxton 
 
 Connie Braxton of 105 Bell Street has been a resident of Orange for over sixty years and she’s 
 overwhelmed by the significant tax increase.  
 
  Mrs. Braxton voiced her concerns and suggestions as follows:  
 

• Why are the taxes being raised to nine percent? 
 

• If money can be found to bring the Mayor on full time then that same money can be used 
to go towards decreasing taxes. 

 
• Roselle Construction start work as early as 7 am and close as late as they like, with no 

regard to the residence. 
 

• Bell Street was made into a one way and the cars are tearing down the streets 
 

• How were we able to afford to hire someone at seventy thousand dollars? 
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed had Mayor Hawkins briefly address the nine percent tax 
 increase and the emergency appropriations. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that the budget is not set in stone, it’s an estimate.  The budget is a living 
 document that needs to be further reviewed and critiqued by the Budget Advisory Committee 
 City Council and the Administration.  Mayor Hawkins stated that the Governor’s decision to cut 
 the state’s budget, at no fault to the City, automatically puts us at a ten percent tax increase. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated, prior to the Governor making changes to retirement plans, many City 
 employees opt out to save or preserve their retirement funds.  Therefore, a number of positions 
 were left vacant which allowed us to hire someone without taking out any addition monies to do 
 so.  The City still must function and we will try to do more with less but it is imperative that 
 certain positions are filled to assure that business goes forward without interruption. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated, just because taxes double or decrease it doesn’t mean that the City is 
 operating on more money or less money.  He stated that the current housing market has changed 
 and homes that were once assessed at five hundred thousand may now be assessed at three 
 hundred thousand, which should allow tax relief through reassessment.  Although, some 
 residence taxes may go up and some may go down but overall the goal is to provide relief, and 
 people are paying their fair share and no more than their fair share.  
 
 Mr. Mason stated that the nine percent tax increase is a preliminary municipal tax levy 
 figure approved by the governing body at the beginning of the fiscal year.  Mr. Mason stated 
 that last year there was an approximate nine percent tax increase but it had been reduced to 
 approximately four point three percent, after the Administration and Council worked on it. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that the tax bills that will be sent out for the August and November quarter is 
 for a half year so the increase isn’t nine percent because that’s for a full year, it’s half of that.  
 He stated that the Mayor and Council will continue working on their budget review and once the 
 budget is adopted they will continue to work on getting the lowest figure possible.  Mr. Mason 
 stated, under the current circumstances the three million dollar cut in state aid has to be 
 taken into consideration but he, the Mayor and Council will be working diligently to get it down 
 to the lowest percentage possible. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Patricia Arthur 
 
 Patricia Arthur of 402 Tremont Place asked that someone address her questions as it relates to 
 the taxes and revaluations as follows: 
 

• If the last revaluation cost over a million dollars, how can we now do a revaluation for 
only two hundred and fifty thousand dollars and who will receive it? 

 
Mr. Mason stated that the revaluation that was performed some years ago was for four or five 
hundred thousand dollars not a million and the two-hundred and fifty thousand dollars is a 
result of proposals that were sought after by the Tax Assessor.  Mr. Mason stated that the re-
assessment firm is qualified to reassess all properties and will do so based on today’s current 
market value.  Mr. Mason stated that the new assess values will be effective January 2011. 
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• If the third and fourth tax bill is estimated which municipal budget was it estimated 
from? 

 
 Mr. Mason stated that there will be an estimated four and a half percent tax for the third and 
 fourth  quarter tax bill, for this year. 
 
 Ms. Arthur stated that we need revenue coming into this town and it should be by way of new 
 businesses not on pretense that the condos that are currently sitting will one day be filled.  
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Judy Isaac 
 
 Judy Isaac of 183 Oakwood Place stated her questions and concerns as follows: 
 

• What can be done about the shootings and constant drug activity that take place on her 
block? 

  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed John Rappaport, Police Director 
 
 Director Rappaport stated that they are currently addressing this issue heavily in this area.  He 
 stated that he and the Mayor have met just recently in regards to this issue as well.  However, he 
 can’t go over particulars at this time because of the sensitivity of what’s currently in the works. 
 

• Ms. Isaac stated that she hadn’t received a tax bill and inquired as to when she should 
expect it. 

 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason 
 
 Mr. Mason stated in response, for those who have mortgages, the mortgage company receives 
 the tax bill and pays it out of their escrow account.  He stated that the tax department will send 
 the resident a copy of the tax bill for their records. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Henry Lee 
 
 Henry Lee of 655 Valley Street stated that a number of his concerns had been addressed through 
 the inquiries of other residence. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized  
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Gloria Hall 
 
 Gloria Hall of 396 Heywood Ave stated that she would like to see something in writing that 
 shows where the town’s budget has been cut.  Ms. Hall asked if the Council has looked into any 
 other resources to offset the town’s budget. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason 
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 Mr. Mason stated that the Deputy Director of Administration has been seeking grants from all 
 levels of government and private foundations, which may come to the aid of the City.  However, 
 there will be no stone unturned in terms of the extent that we’ll go to attain whatever funding 
 may be available to us. 
  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Bruce Meyer 
 
 Bruce Meyer of 500 Berkley Avenue stated his concerns and opinions as follows: 
 

• Mr. Myer is in favor of the revaluation because it will take the burden off of those who 
pay more than their fair share in taxes and distribute some of that burden to others, 
while possibly helping some residence from going into foreclosure. 

• For every person whose taxes decrease, someone else taxes will go up but overall the 
fairness will increase total revenue. 

• We should switch from a fiscal year to a calendar year. 
• We need to tap into other talents to come up with many ideas and proposals. 
• We need a standing Budget Advisory Committee with terms of three years opposed to a 

one year term. 
• When an Emergency Appropriation is made there is a large amount of money put up 

front and the tax payers are giving a loan to the City. Money received up front is usually 
spent immediately as history has shown. 

• OPRA request have been submitted forcing the City to produce legal documents and they 
will not do it.  The Budget Advisory Committee wouldn’t sue the City because that would 
be like suing themselves, just to find out where the money had gone. 

• Bill List and Agenda items should be posted on the internet for all to see just as it is done 
in other municipalities.   

• The revaluation will not solve all problems but it is a step in the right direction to get 
there. 

 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Rhonda Barnett 
 
 Rhonda Barnett of 643 Scotland Road stated her concerns and inquiries as follows: 
 

• Ms. Barnett stated that she’s paying over nine thousand dollars in taxes and she was told 
to go to five of her neighbors to see if their taxes were lower. 

• Ms. Barnett stated that there is a building next door to where she lives and there are 
large rats running around. 

 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed told Ms. Barnett that she can speak to Director Valerie 
 Jackson and Darrell Holcomb in regards to the rats. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the purpose of having the reassessment on the 
 agenda to help give tax relief and we’ll find out what the outcome is based on what happens 
 tonight. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized James Brennan 
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James Brennan of 300 Oakwood Avenue stated that his mother died June 25, 2010.  Mr. 
Brennan stated that his mother lived in Orange for seventy-five years and was a City employee 
for over thirty years.  Mr. Brennan asked that the Council consider renaming Forrest Street 
after his mother Anna Brennan, where she lived over sixty years of her life. 

 
 Motion to Close Citizen Comments: Corbitt    Second: Williams 
 
 
8) COUNCIL COMMENTS-  
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Corbitt 
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked why the portion of the road extending from Lincoln to Berkley had 
 not been repaved and is there any plan to repave that section of Fairview Avenue. 
 
 Councilman Abdul- Rasheed recognized Arlene Kemp, Director of Public Works 
 
 Director Kemp stated that Fairview Avenue is one of six roadways that will be resurfaced this 
 summer.  She stated that an application for state aid is in the process of being submitted, which 
 is done once a year.   
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked Director Kemp if that particular portion of Fairview Avenue be 
 added to the list if it hasn’t already. 
 
 Director Kemp stated that we’ll be applying for CDBG funds in the fall and that section of 
 Fairview will be added at that time.  However, it certainly depends on if it’s poor or very poor. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked if there had been any rules put into effect to oversee the Auxiliary 
 Police unit, per the resolution that had been passed at the previous meeting. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mayor Hawkins 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that there are rules and regulations as it relates to the Auxiliary Police.   
 Mayor Hawkins stated that they operate under Emergency Management so they’re under his 
 Charge.  However, they have been instructed to see the Police Director for daily assignments and 
 for training purposes. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins deferred to Director Rappaport 
 
 Director Rappaport stated as it relates to the Auxiliary Police, they service the City at no cost 
 because they’re volunteers.  Director Rappaport stated that the Auxiliary Police have rules and 
 regulations such as that of a regular Police Officer.  He stated that they have to go through a 
 background check, weeks of free training and they’re given recycled police uniforms with a 
 patch that says “Auxiliary Police Officer”opposed to spending two hundred dollars for a badge.  
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked who the Auxiliary Police will report to. 
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 Mayor Hawkins stated in response that all Auxiliary Officers are under Emergency 
 Management in which he is the Coordinator of and they fall under his leadership. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked Mayor Hawkins if there was a base to draw from as it relates to those 
 who may have inquired or voice an interest in being a Auxiliary Police 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that the base begins with the residence of this City.   Mayor Hawkins 
 stated that the Auxiliary will be of service to the City when manpower is stretched thin in 
 emergent situations.  He stated that the citizens have a right to be protected and the assistance of 
 an Auxiliary Police Officer will allow a regular Police Officer to handle more serious situations.  
 Mayor Hawkins stated that the Auxiliary Police also save tax payers money when they’re used in 
 a non-emergent situation that would otherwise call for a regular Police Officer to work overtime. 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that he and Director Rappaport are aggressively recruiting for the 
 Auxiliary Police. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt asked if anyone had been sworn in. 
 
 Director Rappaport replied, the Mayor has been sworn in. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated, yes he has been sworn in and as the head leads the body will follow. 
 
 Director Rapport stated that there will be free classes through the Essex County Police 
 Academy for the volunteers and it will commence in September, which gives them time to 
 recruit.  Director Rappaport stated that Police Officers or those with special training can be 
 waived through the program because they have much more training then what’s required.  He 
 stated that they will be recruiting residents as well as City workers. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated that it is to his knowledge that anytime a new department is formed 
 it should be done by ordinance opposed to resolution.  He then asked if this is effective since it 
 was done by resolution opposed to an ordinance. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins deferred to Marvin Braker, City Attorney 
 
 Mr. Braker stated that it falls under the office of Emergency Management which has already 
 been established.  Therefore, a resolution is a sufficient document to establish this group, as 
 pursuant to state statute. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated if she had known the Mayor was going to be sworn in as an 
 Auxiliary Police she would have voted no.  Councilwoman Eason asked Mayor Hawkins if he 
 will come out and direct traffic in an emergency situation.  Councilwoman Eason stated to her 
 knowledge that a Mayor can’t serve as both an Auxiliary Police Officer and Mayor.  
 Councilwoman Eason stated that there is no statute that governs this except Emergency 
 Management.   Councilwoman Eason stated to Attorney Braker that she would need to see 
 something in writing, if that’s proper protocol because according to Trenton that isn’t accurate. 
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 Councilwoman Eason stated that the residents of Park Avenue are complaining because eighteen 
 wheelers are traveling their streets.  She asked if there was a way to have the police monitor that 
 street, even though it belongs to the County because trucks are not allowed to travel that road.  
 Councilwoman Eason stated that it would be up to the police to make that call, but it would be 
 great if they could keep watch from 1am to 6am so that they can let the truck drivers know that 
 residence are not to be disturbed.     
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if the letter for the Italian Festival had been addressed and if so was  
 there a donation made, and what budget had it been taken out of. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Darrell Holcomb, Director of Community Affairs 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that he had been in contact with the Italian Festival Committee and 
 they will support them any way that they can through Cultural Affairs budget line. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if the Italian Festival had already been budgeted out. 
 
 Director Holcomb in response stated that it had not been budgeted out but they will provide a 
 stage and tent for them, which is something that they do every year. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked if other cultures are given the same type of help. 
 
 Director Holcomb replied, yes.  He stated that they are now receiving a lot of request so they’ll 
 have to figure out a way to show support to those cultural groups as well.  He stated that it’s 
 hard to find grant funding for Cultural Affairs, and they have been looking for some time now.  
 However, he’s seeking funding from some corporations and supporters. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason instructed Director Holcomb to provide the amount and what budget line 
 it had been take out of, once he receives it. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked what the status of the old Police building is and can it be deed back 
 to the Board of Education since they purchased it for a dollar.  Councilwoman Eason stated that 
 Board of Education had been looking for an answer for the past several months and need to 
 know the reason why we can’t deed it to them. 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that the Superintendent and the Administration had been in dialogue 
 about the potential multi usage for the site.  Mayor Hawkins stated, at this time it’s premature to 
 give an answer as they are still evaluating the possibilities of usage for this site.  Mayor Hawkins 
 stated that he doesn’t know if the Superintendent is in a financial position to take on the burden 
 that would come from the tremendous amount rehabbing that would be required to bring this 
 site up to code, in order to make it safe for our children.  Mayor Hawkins stated that there may 
 be valid tax ratables we can bring in or Councilman Corbitt may come up with some great ideas 
 with the team he led through the site, which we should consider before giving it away for a 
 dollar. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that she toured the site and didn’t see a great need for renovations, 
 except for where the jail was.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she’s on the Facilities 
 Committee and they have been looking for an answer for quite awhile but haven’t had any  
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 dialogue with the City.  Councilwoman Eason stated that it would a step in the right direction 
 for the Mayor to sit down with the Superintendent and come up with a plan.  Councilwoman 
 Eason stated that redevelopment includes the children of Orange and if they need that building 
 for learning purposes we owe it to them so that they can get the best education possible.   
 
 She stated that Superintendent Lee would not have shown interest in it if he didn’t have a plan 
 as to how renovations would be paid for.  Councilwoman Eason stated that it should be allowed 
 to come before Council to be voted on. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated that there are a number of things that need to be done in the North  
 Ward and she would hope that they get the same attention as some of the other wards because 
 they pay taxes as well.  She stated that all wards should be treated equally.  
  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton  
 
 Councilman Morton asked what the fee is for the training of the Auxiliary Police and do they 
 carry guns. 
 
 Director Rappaport stated in response that he has confirmed with the Lieutenant of the Essex 
 County Training facility that the six week training for the Auxiliary Police is free and if 
 anything different comes about he’ll get back to him at that time.  Director Rappaport stated 
 that the Auxiliary Police carry guns, as it is a state standard. 
 
 Councilman Morton asked Director Kemp when Thomas Blvd. will be repaved as he has 
 personally driven that roadway and it is in horrible condition.  Councilman Morton stated that 
 he was told it was in the budget and wanted to know the status on it.  Councilman Morton asked 
 if Fuller Terrace was also on the list to be repaved. 
 
 Director Kemp stated that Thomas Blvd. is one of the roadways that will be resurfaced this 
 summer, as it is one of the most dangerous roadways in the City, and tort claims are received 
 often due to its condition.  Director Kemp stated that Fuller Terrace is not on the list to be paved 
 this year but it is on the grant list, which means it’s one of the eleven roadways that will be 
 applied for through  state aid and it has already gone through two rounds prior to this year. 
 
 Councilman Morton through Council President to Mr. Mason stated, a grant was received for 
 the summer lunch program.  Councilman Morton stated at the previous meeting he asked Mr. 
 Mason if the remaining money that had not been used would be sent back to the state and Mr. 
 Mason replied, yes.  Councilman Morton stated that he hadn’t received any feedback from Mr. 
 Mason regarding his inquiry as to the documentation showing a breakdown of what had been 
 spent and what was retuned, and he wanted an explanation. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason 
 
 Mr. Mason deferred to Director Darrell Holcomb 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that they received state funding in the amount of two hundred and 
 thirty-six thousand dollars, in which one hundred and twelve thousand was used to pay the food 
 vendor.  The remaining balance is used to pay the Administration, which is the summer  
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 workers that distribute food in the park and to cover the cost of coolers and other miscellaneous 
 materials used to support the program.  Mr. Holcomb stated that there is no proof of what will 
 be sent back because it takes time to get that information back from the state, such as the 
 documentation from last year which was received this past May.  There is no way of knowing 
 what will be returned or if we owe until we receive that notice. 
  
 Mr. Mason reiterated that Councilman Morton will receive documentation when they receive it, 
 as it relates to what money has been returned. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Mr. Mason to provide Councilman Morton with that 
 documentation as soon as he receives it, as he remembered the conversation from the previous 
 meeting, which indicated he would do as such. 
 
 Councilman Morton stated that there is money being spent on other areas of City Hall but the 
 air conditioning system in the Council Chambers should be of priority.  He stated that there is 
 no reason that anyone should have to be uncomfortable while trying to conduct City business.  
 Councilman Morton stated that he doesn’t have an attitude with the Mayor but he is displeased 
 with how this City is being run and it’s time to make a change. 
 
 Councilman Morton asked Director Valerie Jackson if she could provide an update as to the 
 status of the Peppermint Lounge. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that she met with the new owner Robert Padula who purchased the 
 property from the Love of Jesus Church.  Director Jackson stated contrary to a statement that 
 was made Love of Jesus did not flip the property to make a lot of money on it. She stated that 
 Mr. Padula will be presenting a redevelopment agreement sometime in September, which will 
 give an over view of the mix use of the property.  She then stated that he will be going before the 
 Planning Board as well. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that the bottom portion of Mr. Padula’s property will be for 
 commercial use and there will be thirty market rate units at the top, which is consistent with the 
 Central Orange Redevelopment Plan. 
 
 Councilman Morton stated that he hopes this fall through for Mr. Padula because this property 
 has changed hands and often with false promises. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that she hopes this property will change the population for the City of 
 Orange and the population that were trying to attract.   
 
 Councilman Morton stated to the residence that need to get with their Council person and  learn 
 their functions and what they do and do not have control over.  He stated that the Council has 
 no control over the Administration and how they move.  Therefore, before someone passes 
 judgment they should contact the source.  
 
 Councilman Morton stated that the signs have gone up in Orange Park alerting everyone to keep 
 their dogs on a leash.  He stated that no one should be concerned with encountering an 
 unleashed dog. 
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 Councilman Morton stated that a citizen asked is there a process whereas the City can legally 
 assess the town itself.  Councilman Morton stated that the sale of properties in each ward should 
 be assessed by individual ward to get a better idea of the market value. 
 
 Mr. Braker stated with respect to the reassessment, part of the reassessment process is the 
 analysis of recent sales and it’s all a part of the process that is being put into place now. 
  
 Mr. Braker stated with respect to an incorrect a statement made by Councilman Morton, this is 
 not a township form of government but a Mayor/ Council form of government under the 
 Faulkner Act. 
 
 Councilman Morton stated that he would like Mr. Braker to show him proof of this law. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Jones- Bell  
 
 Councilwoman Jones- Bell stated that she’s glad to hear that Thomas Blvd. will be resurfaced as 
 it is in the heart of a senior community.  However, she would like to see speed bumps placed on 
 Thomas Blvd. because people drive recklessly and it’s unfair to those who are in wheelchairs 
 and walker, and can’t cross the street as quickly. 
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that there are bushes covering the traffic light at Day & 
 Washington Street making it difficult for residence returning to three forty or three fifty to cross 
 the street because they can’t see the color of the traffic light. 
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that she was glad to hear that Mrs. Nelson’s concerns were 
 addressed as it relates to the cross walks on Oakwood Avenue and the entrance to Orange Park. 
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell asked if Director Jackson could address concerns raised about Code 
 Enforcement. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Director Valerie Jackson 
 
 Director Jackson stated to the public that the most expedient way to get problems addressed 
 would be to call 973-266-4098 as it is immediately logged and reported to a Code Enforcement 
 Inspector, and it isn’t a recording but a live person.  Director Jackson stated, if anyone has a 
 problem with the code enforcement hotline or an inspector to contact her directly at 973-266-
 4201.  Director Jackson stated that they have gone from five Code Enforcement Inspectors to 
 two and a half since July 1st.  However, they are still quite successful with executing the issues 
 that are before them in a timely fashion as they are given deadlines and ninety percent of the 
 problems that people call with are already a work in progress. 
 
 Director Jackson wanted to state for the record that the Quality of Life taskforce has gone from 
 one hundred and sixty abandon properties to eighty-two in the City of Orange.  She stated that 
 thirteen of the worst looking properties were demolished under the Hawkins Administration.   
 Director Jackson stated that she was especially elated to see two seventy- six Reock Street 
 demolished. Director Jackson stated that these things do take time and they have to follow the 
 law but there are changes being made. 
 



REGULAR MEETING                                                                        AUGUST 4, 2010 

-15- 

 
 
 Councilwoman Jones-Bell stated that she would like someone to get back to her with regards to 
 the speeding on Thomas Boulevard. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Director Kemp to get back to Councilwoman Jones-
 Bell in regards to her inquiry as it relates to the speeding on Thomas Boulevard. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Marable 
 
 Councilman Marable stated that he has been following with some interest the stories regarding 
 the City of Newark.  He stated that one particular newspaper article highlighted that Newark  
 is currently facing a seventy million dollar deficit in their budget and the Mayor of Newark has 
 proposed some privatization of utilities as an alternative, as to what he had originally projected, 
 which was a thirty-five percent tax increase for their residence.  Councilman Marable stated 
 that the projected tax increase has been reduced to twenty-five percent, if the alternative plan 
 fails.  Councilman Marable wasn’t trying to say that we’re better off at a nine percent tax 
 increase but the point he was making is that we are all in the same boat, no matter the City 
 we’re in, and are subject to the Christie Administration at this point. 
 
 Councilman Marable stated while cleaning out his home office, he came across a 2006 Orange 
 Transcript  that reminded him of how people came out in droves and packed out Heywood 
 Avenue School’s auditorium beyond its capacity, with great concern as to the reassessment at 
 that time.  Councilman Marable stated that he will be in support of ordinance 19-2010 and 
 encouraged other Council Members to do the same.  However, we don’t want to create the idea 
 that the reassessments will solve all problems as we have to candidly inform the residents about 
 it.  
   
 Councilman Marable stated that residents who have filed a tax appeal will experience some 
  relief and he hopes to receive relief also, as this is the first time he has filed a tax appeal.  
 However, it will become more burdensome to those residence in Orange who have not taken that 
 step because as others are being relieved the tax burden shifts to those who hadn’t filed.  
 Councilman Marable encouraged the residents to file in order to evenly distribute the tax 
 burden.  He stated that some residents taxes may go up and some may go down but that will be 
 solely based on the current market value, and will give some relief where it’s needed.   
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated as it relates to County project with Central Avenue sidewalks, 
 with observing the corners of the sidewalks it goes from a white concrete sidewalk to a black 
 pavement.  Councilwoman Williams asked Director Kemp if that had been done on purpose.  
 
 Director Kemp stated that both the City and the County are working on a project in conjunction 
 with one another, and the County is in phase one of their project, which means that they have to 
 break up the concrete to remove and replace the traffic lights.  After replacing the lights they 
 decided to put down asphalt to prevent tripping hazards, and to make it easy for the City to 
 come behind them with brick pavers.  She stated that will alleviate having to spend money on 
 both ends. 
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 Councilwoman Williams asked Director Kemp to give the short version of the Lawn Ridge and 
 Scotland Road situation as it pertains to the sewer and catch basins, and the Oakwood Avenue 
 Park flood situation as it relates to United Water, per their e-mail discussion. 
 
 Director Kemp stated that residence use the catch basins as a garbage disposal.  She stated that 
 they are now making the openings smaller and they are called ecologically safe inlets.  Director 
 Kemp stated that test have shown when leaves and garbage enter our sewage system it ends up 
 in the rivers and streams, and it pollutes the water, which in turn kills the fish.  She stated that 
 this act upsets our ecological system. 
 
 Director Kemp stated by the openings being smaller it traps the garbage and that’s why we see 
 more in that area.  However, it doesn’t mean that our sewers are full but the inlets give that 
 appearance because the garbage can no longer fit down the hole.  Therefore, it’s saving our 
 ecological system but it’s visually causing an eyesore.  Director Kemp stated that the contract 
 with United Water only specifies that the inlets have to be cleaned twice a year.   
 
 Director Kemp stated as it relates to Oakwood Avenue and the flood in the park, the storm 
 sewer line on Central Avenue are large enough to carry anything.  However, there may be a 
 problem with the line in and around the park. She stated, in order to replace those lines it would 
 take a capitol improvement project.   
 
 Director Kemp stated as it relates to the air conditioning system, it’s been designed, bid but it 
 can’t be awarded because we have no bond funds, which would be more or less of one hundred 
 and eighty thousand dollars.  Therefore, if there is no bond prepared and it goes beyond ninety 
 days we will have to apply all over again. 
 
 Councilwoman Williams stated to Director Jackson with respect to ordinance 21-2010, what are 
 we seeking and what the goal is. 
 
 Director Jackson stated that most of the people who come before the board want to make 
 changes to their property.  The purpose of this particular ordinance is to expedite that 
 process for people who want to make minor site plan changes to their property.  Director 
 Jackson stated that they took a look at ordinance of other towns and this one is based on the 
 City of Newark.  She stated that the origin of this ordinance was geared toward those who 
 wanted to make an investment to improve their ratables, which improves Orange’s ratables.   
  
 Councilwoman Williams stated that we are a UEZ town but we were given the Transit Village 
 and Main Street designation.  Councilwoman Williams asked Director Jackson where the artist 
 studios fit into those designations and why is it important that we have that type of housing.   
 
 Director Jackson stated that the Valley Renaissance Project is not tied into the Transit Village or 
 Main Street designation but it is tied to the Valley Arts destination.  She stated that the Valley 
 Renaissance housing is purely about bringing ratables to the town.   
   
 Councilwoman Williams made the following announcements: 
 

• Encouraged Seniors, Veterans and Military to call the tax office to be sure their receiving 
a tax breaks on their homes 
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• Annual Stop the Violence Basketball game at Central Playground, on Friday, August 6th 
at 6 pm. 

• Annual Marty DeMarzo Softball Classic at Orange Park, on Friday August 13th at 6 pm. 
 

Councilwoman Williams stated that she will be supporting ordinance 19-2010 with respect to the 
emergency appropriation and she encouraged her Council Colleagues to do the same.  
Councilwoman Williams stated that five years ago the housing market reached an all time high 
but has since dropped and commercial and rental properties have pretty much stayed the same.   
 
Councilwoman Williams stated that she hopes that this reassessment will give a more equitable 
market rate than what was assessed five years ago.  She’s asking that we go back and reassess 
and some market values on the books that are more reliable for our residents. 

  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed announced that there interviews held on Monday, August 9th 
 for the Deputy Clerk’s position. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked his colleagues to submit their preference as it 
 relates to which board they want to be a part of. Council President Abdul- Rasheed also asked 
 that they submit their appointments for the Budget Advisory Committee.  He then asked the 
 Administration as well as his Colleagues to begin submitting dates in which they would like to 
 hold the budget hearings. 
  
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed asked Legislative Research Officer, Dwayne Warren if had 
 any feedback as to whether or not the Council can begin budget hearings and if they had the 
 right to do so. 
 
 Mr. Warren stated that the Council has the power to investigate, hold hearings and review any 
 documents, including budget documents. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that the Hassan C. Miller annual “Stop the Violence” 
 basketball game isn’t just a game but more importantly the anti-violence aspect of it.  
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Mayor Hawkins, Jr. 
 

Mayor Hawkins stated that he too would like to have cool air in the Council Chambers and 
that is something that will have to be evaluated.  However, these are perilous times and we 
have to proceed with caution.  Mayor Hawkins stated we will have to come up with creative 
ways to make the residents comfortable by balancing the needs of government and what the 
tax payers can afford to pay.  Mayor Hawkins stated that it is imperative we provide relief so 
that the residents can remain in Orange because they may not be here a year or two from 
now.  Therefore, we have to move forward with this reassessment.  Mayor Hawkins 
encouraged the Council to vote in favor of ordinance 19-2010. 
 
Council President Abdul- Rasheed entertained a Motion to recess. 
 
Motion: Morton         Second: Eason 
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9)      ORDINANCES – SECOND READING/PUBLIC HEARING  
           
12-2010     An ordinance to amend ordinance #129-69 Chapter 98 Food Handling establishments  
          adopted November 5, 1969. 

 
 
The Municipal Clerk read the ordinance by title that constitutes a second reading pursuant  to law. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed then announced that there would be a public hearing on this 

 ordinance and any persons wishing to speak on this ordinance should come forward,  
 state his/her name and address for the record, all remarks should be directed to the   
 Presiding Officer.  
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Gloria Stewart 
 
 Mrs. Stewart asked if someone can explain the amendment change from 1969. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Mr. Mason who deferred to Director Holcomb 
 
 Director Holcomb stated that there have been a lot of changes since 1969 in the state.  This 
 particular project is now in the hands of the licensing division which falls under Economic 
 Development.   Director Holcomb stated that they’re trying to transfer this responsibility to the 
 Health Department because all of the state updates come to this department.  Therefore, it’s 
 being amended so that the Health Officer can have more involvement. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Close Public Hearing. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt           Voice Vote      Second:  Williams 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt        Second:  Morton 
 

The roll call by the Municipal Clerk was as follows: 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
Rasheed 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 
Absence: None 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the Motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and No Absences. 

     
19-2010 An ordinance authorizing a Special Emergency Appropriation in the amount 

of $250, 400.00 for the complete reassessment of all properties in the City of 
Orange Township. 
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The Municipal Clerk read the ordinance by title that constitutes a second reading pursuant  to law. 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed then announced that there would be a public hearing on this 

 ordinance and any persons wishing to speak on this ordinance should come forward,  
 state his/her name and address for the record, all remarks should be directed to the   
 Presiding Officer.  

  
 Jeffrey Feld: 
  
 Please see Mr. Feld’s prepared statement attached. 
 
 William R. Lewis: 
 
 Mr. Lewis stated, if we get a reval the value of the property can go up or down.  However, we 
 still need the same money on the back end as this is an easy way to look at how our taxes are 
 looked at in a reval.  Mr. Lewis stated that the taxes will remain the same if the amount required 
 to run the City remains the same. 
 
 Katalin Gordon: 
 
 Ms. Gordon stated that the door to door evaluation is the most costly part of the procedure; 
 sales value and comparing it to the value of previous years with comparison as to how it 
 fluctuates up and down.  Ms. Gordon stated that it would be cost saving if we did the 
 revaluations in house, as it relates to comparing the properties worth from then to now, while 
 equitably scaling the assessed values. Ms. Gordon stated that she was once into computer 
 programming and is well aware that there is a simple program that can be created, which can 
 compile and handle the data.  Ms. Gordon asked that her recommendation be considered and 
 was open to explaining it in detail for those who didn’t understand. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked if Ms. Gordon’s suggestion was something that we could do in-
 house. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that he didn’t think that we had the expertise or 
 wherewithal to do a reassessment in-house, in his humble opinion. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that the Reassessor will be working with the Assessor if this is approved as it 
 is not fully doable for her to overtake this project alone.  Although she is the Tax Assessor and is 
 capable, it’s just not practical in such a small office with no assistance. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed asked Ms. Gordon if there was currently a program out there. 
 
 Ms. Gordon stated that she’s not aware of there being a program out there but as a past 
 computer programmer and analyst, it doesn’t seem that it would be difficult program to write.  
 She stated that she would provide her expertise if asked for it. 
 
 Gloria Stewart: 
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 Ms. Stewart stated her concerns and inquiries as follows: 
 

• Ms. Stewart stated, with the reval her taxes may go up and others may go down. 
• Ms. Stewart is concerned with the impact the reval may have on her. 
• White Castles seems to be the only business that gets a tax break. 
• What other business get tax breaks? 
• Ms. Stewarts feels that she may get the shorter end of this stick as she did with the tax 

appeal, which wasn’t what she had anticipated it to be. 
• Ms. Stewart feels that the reval may not help her so she’s going to look into a number of 

options introduced to her by Councilwoman Williams, which should give her some tax 
relief. 

• Once this ordinance is voted on, who will determine what vendor will to the reassessment. 
  
 Councilwoman Eason stated that the Mayor and the BA have given the same explanation more 
 than a couple of times, regarding this reassessment.  She then asked if the Tax Assessor could be 
 allowed to speak for the purpose of clarity, as she is the expert on reassessments. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated in response that he will have the Tax Assessor speak 
 on the Motion.  However, the Mayor will briefly speak to some of Mrs. Stewart’s inquiries.  
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Close Public Hearing. 
 
 Motion: Corbitt           Voice Vote      Second:  Eason 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Mayor Hawkins 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated in response to Mrs. Stewart’s inquiries that no matter what  happens the 
 City will still be operating on the same amount of money.  However, there will be in some way a 
 shifting of the values.  Mayor Hawkins stated, with the first reassessment the  overall taxes for 
 home owners went up and that was at the peak of the market.  Now that the values have 
 decreased there is hope that the overall majority experiences some relief, although there will be 
 mixed results.  But that will be based on the assessed value in comparison to the current value, 
 which means if the value for a particular property is assessed at a higher rate the taxes will go 
 up.  As it relates to properties other than White Castles, there are three basic concepts when it 
 comes to evaluating properties:   

• Income Approach  
• Reconstruction Approach 
• Market Value Approach 

 
 Commercial Property Vs Homes Owners Property: Commercial Property- how much income 
 does it generate as it relates to rent, which is not susceptible in fluctuation as a private home.  
 Private homes are more vulnerable to fluctuation depending on whether the area has improved 
 or decreased, where commercial properties are more constant.  Therefore, the shift in value 
 depends on the proportion of increase from one property to another, where the home owner’s 
 property value may have decreased the commercial property has stayed consistent. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt. 
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 Motion: Corbitt        Second:  Williams 
 
 On the Motion, Councilman Corbitt asked Mr. Mason if he could tell him how much we have in 
 our surplus, since we’re borrowing from it.  
 
 Mr. Mason in response stated that the surplus amount will be part of the development of the 
 Annual Financial Statement.  Mr. Mason stated that he will have that number during the 
 September 7th meeting, as it will be part of a resolution to fund the contract, along with a 
 proposed resolution to award the contract, which will be presented for Council’s consideration. 
 However, as of fiscal year 2009 we had a two point six million dollar surplus and of that two 
 point one million dollars was used as revenue in the 2010 fiscal year budget,  which left us a 
 working balance of five hundred thousand dollars at that time. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated, if Council approves this ordinance when the analysis comes back as 
 to what could possibly be in the surplus in September, what happens if we’re short two hundred 
 and fifty thousand dollars.  
 
 Mr. Mason stated that there is an option under the same law to have a “Special Emergency Note, 
 which is an option to borrow the funds and pay it back at a very low interest rate; costing the 
 average property owner approximately ten dollars a year. 
  
 Councilman Corbitt asked what the projected tax increase is for this year. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that he doesn’t have that number yet as the Administration is still working on  
 it and it’s premature to offer a guess as to what it will be. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt stated, if Council approves this that he would hope that we keep our tax 
 payers happy by keeping the taxes extremely low.  Councilman Corbitt stated that he would 
 hope that we’re working toward a two percent cap, such as the Governor and the Assembly. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Eason 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked who the vendor is. 
 
 Mr. Mason replied, Realty Appraisal Company is the proposed vendor who Council will reward 
 the contract to at the September 7th meeting. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason stated, if it’s approved tonight then how soon will they start. 
  
 Mr. Mason replied, once the contract is signed they’ll be ready to go as they have already been 
 apprised of our anticipated time frame.  Mr. Mason stated that they were fine with that and 
 ready to roll. 
  
 Councilwoman Eason stated that it should take them three months and the difference should be 
 seen on the first quarter tax bill, correct. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that they’ll complete their work so that the values are in place by January 
 2011. 
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 Councilwoman Eason stated that she was opposed to approving this because we’re borrowing 
 money from the surplus.  However, if it’s what the citizens want and they believe it will decrease  
 their taxes the she’s in favor.  Councilwoman Eason stated, the citizens should be mindful that 
 she will never be in favor of cutting back on our police officers because she wants to feel safe in 
 this town and there are still a lot of issues at this time.  Councilwoman Eason  stated that she has 
 been paying taxes in this town for over forty years and has never approved a tax increase, and 
 have been paying for than her fair share the past five years.   She stated that we need to be 
 prudent and look at what we decide to cut, as not to disturb the quality of life, while continuing 
 to work with what we have. 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked that the Tax Assessor approach the podium during her comments. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Brigida Carusso, Tax Assessor 
 
 Councilwoman Eason asked Ms. Carusso to explain why it is necessary to do the reassessment, 
 how it  will help the citizens, and the City of Orange overall as it relates to who did or didn’t do 
 tax appeals.  Councilwoman Eason also asked Ms. Carusso to respond to Ms. Gordon’s idea as it 
 relates to doing the reassessment in house. 
 
 Ms. Carusso stated that tax appeals can be filed from January 1st until April 1st with the County 
 Tax Board or Stated Board.  Ms. Carusso stated that those who filed tax appeals have received 
 large reductions.  Ms. Carusso stated up until now we have lost approximately 11 million of our  
 tax base and approximately four hundred and fifty thousand in tax revenue that we will 
 never collect.  Ms. Carusso stated, there is an advantage for those who filed a tax appeal for 
 the current year because it is entered into the system and remains there for subsequent years,
 which means it will not change, until another revaluation or reassessment is done.  Ms. Carusso 
 stated, if a home owner doesn’t file a tax appeal there may be a disadvantage because the tax 
 burden will shift to them. 
 
 Ms. Carusso stated that the reassessment will be based on the current market value for 2011.  
 Ms. Carusso stated that she doesn’t have the manpower to do a reassessment in-house, as it is 
 just she and her assistant.  Ms. Carusso stated that a reassessment takes manpower and requires 
 an inspection of all the properties in town, market studies, market analysis, accept factors from 
 the general market and apply those factors uniformly.  She stated that the County may not allow 
 such a program. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilman Morton 
 
 Councilman Morton stated that the last reassessment took a year and now were scheduled to 
 have it done in three months.  He asked if this we can realistically accomplish in three months or 
 is this something to appease the citizens, until it’s time to for them to file tax appeals again in 
 January. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Mr. Mason 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that it will take three months to reassess Orange and to put those numbers on 
 the books by January 1, 2011.  Mr. Mason deferred to the Tax Assessor as to whether or not 
 residents can take an appeal after that date. 
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 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Ms. Carusso 
 
 Ms. Carusso stated that she started that process in early March of this year and had everything 
 ready to go to the County Tax Board with an application.  Ms. Carusso stated that the 
 application was rejected by the stated because we didn’t have a contract with a vendor to do the 
 reassessment for the City.  She stated, after sending out several proposals we went with Realty 
 Appraisals for an amount of two hundred and fifty thousand, which was the best offer in 
 comparison to the others.   
 
 Ms. Carusso stated that the vendor is well aware of the deadline of December 31st but if all else 
 fails we can get an extension from the County and the tax payer will get an extension on filing 
 tax appeals. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Mayor Hawkins 
 
 Mayor Hawkins stated that the vendor agreed that the assessment would be done in a three 
 month time frame.  Mayor Hawkins stated, one reason they may be able to get it done a lot 
 quicker is because of the improvement in technology and data, compared to many years ago.  He 
 stated there is data dating back just a few years ago, which should aid in making this process 
 move along much quicker. 
 
 Council President Abdul- Rasheed recognized Councilwoman Williams 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Mr. Mason if it was correct that the vendor doesn’t have to do all 
 of the houses for a revaluation. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated in response, that is correct.  He stated that they don’t have to visit every single 
 property but just have to look at the building permits for any changes.  He stated that they then 
 turn over the information to the Tax Assessor to apply a formula to assess market values. 
  

The roll call by the Municipal Clerk was as follows: 
 
Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul-
Rasheed 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 
Absence: None 
 
Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the Motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, No 
Abstentions and No Absences. 

 
        
10)       ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION /FIRST READING  

 
20-2010 An ordinance amending and supplementing Chapter 88 (fees) of the Code of the 
          City of Orange Township establishing vendor participation fees at city sponsored 

 events. 
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     Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 

  this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City 
    Hall, 29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the 

  notice of first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final 
  passage. 

           
         Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Corbitt       Second: Eason 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, and Council President   
  Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: Williams 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, One Nay, 

No Abstentions and No Absence. 
 

 
21-2010 An ordinance establishing a minor site plan approval process and minor  

site plan subcommittee. 
 

   Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
  this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City 

    Hall, 29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the 
  notice of first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final 
  passage. 

           
         Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Corbitt       Second: Williams 
 
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Williams asked Mr. Mason what other towns we looked 

at besides Newark. 
 
 Mr. Mason didn’t recall but agreed to get back to Councilwoman Williams during the 

week. 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Morton, Williams and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
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  The Municipal Clerk announced that this ordinance required two thirds vote on second 
  reading. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Four Yeas, Three 

Nays, No Abstentions and No Absence. 
 
22-2010 Ordinance to amend Chapter 4 of the Code of the City of Orange Township,  

Change the Agenda. 
 

   Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that the public hearing and final adoption of 
  this ordinance will be on September 7, 2010, in the Council Chambers, Orange City 

    Hall, 29 North Day Street, Orange, New Jersey, and the City Clerk shall publish the 
  notice of first reading, and the time and place the ordinance will be considered for final 
  passage. 

           
         Council President Abdul-Rasheed entertained a Motion to Adopt on First Reading. 
  
 Motion: Corbitt       Second: Eason 
 
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Williams stated to the Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk 

that this ordinance is saying that the Clerk’s office will be prepared two weeks ahead but 
how realistic is that. 

 
 Mr. Mitchell in response stated, in the past the agenda was ready on a Friday and then it 

moved to that Monday prior to a Council meeting.  However, this ordinance allows the 
Clerk’s Office two more days to prepare the Agenda and have the packet ready for 
Council to pick up on that Wednesday, prior to a Council Meeting.  The Clerk stated, 
with a lot of late starters and the preparation of meeting minutes theses extra two days 
helps the Clerk’s Office to be better prepared. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that she’s concerned with the Thirteen days preceding 

and if that would be okay with the Administration. 
 
 Mr. Mason stated that the Administration will constantly have things coming from the 

floor because it’s far in advance of the Council Meeting and it’s hard to make that 
deadline, and to get everything in at the same time. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated that there isn’t a Deputy Clerk and didn’t the 

attendance in the Clerk’s Office have an impact on meeting the agenda deadline as well. 
 
 Mr. Mitchell stated that there is a voluminous amount of work that goes into preparing 

the agenda and attendance didn’t play a part in meeting deadlines. 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated to Mr. Mason that the current ordinance allows 

the Administration to provide the Clerk’s Office with the agenda the same day it’s due to 
the Council which is the Wednesday prior to a Council Meeting.  Council President asked 
the BA had he seen this practice in other Municipalities. 
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 Mr. Mason replied, yes.  Mr. Mason stated, working in another municipality it would be 

he and his secretary putting an agenda together during the afternoon for the governing 
body, which was a routine they performed every other Friday for six and a half years. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams stated that she would like to caution the Council that thirteen 

days preceding is not enough time for the Administration to gather all pertinent 
documents, which means there will be a lot of documents coming from the floor. 

 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Dwight Mitchell, Municipal Clerk 
 
 Mr. Mitchell stated that he doesn’t know the population and the volume that Mr. Mason 

had to serve.  However, there are five hundred and sixty-six municipalities and the 
founding fathers started this process the way that it had been originally.  Mr. Mitchell 
stated that we changed it and realized that it didn’t work.  He stated that the founding 
fathers began this process in the sixties and it worked up until now. 

 
 Councilwoman Williams asked Councilman Corbitt if he thought that thirteen days 

would not be an issue. 
 
 Councilman Corbitt in response stated that it’s a challenge for the Administration but it’s 

a challenge for everybody.  He stated, if everyone works diligently there shouldn’t be an 
issue.  However, Council should keep in mind that things should only be walked on to the 
floor in emergency situations. 

 
 Councilwoman Eason stated, prior to this change things were still brought from the floor. 
  

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton and Williams 
  Nays: Marable and Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
   
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, Two Nays, 

No Abstentions and No Absence. 
 
     
11)            CONSENT AGENDA 
  

ALL ITEMS LISTED WITH AN ASTERISK (*) ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION.  THERE WILL  
BE NO SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A COUNCIL MEMBER 
SO REQUESTS, IN WHICH EVENT, THE ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE  
GENERAL ORDER OF BUSINESS AND CONSIDERED IN ITS NORMAL SEQUENCE 
OF THE AGENDA. 
 
The Municipal Clerk announced that resolutions 204-2010, 217-2010 were removed by 
Councilwoman Williams for a separated vote. 
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       RESOLUTIONS NO. *205-2010-*216-2010 
 
 
*205-2010 A resolution rescinding resolution #180-2010 adopted July 20, 2010 authorizing a 

contract with Samuel Klein & Co. to provide assistance in the completion of the annual 
financial statement at a rate not to exceed $8,500.00. 

 
*206-2010 A resolution authorizing a contract with McEnerney, Brady & Co., LLC to prepare and 

complete the annual financial statement at a rate not to exceed $8,500.00. 
*207-2010 
 A resolution authorizing the acceptance of a grant totaling $16,200.00 from the County of 

Essex, Division on Aging for the partial funding of a senior citizen public health nurse. 
 
*208-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange Township to renew its contract to EIC 

Inspection Agency Corp., 3705 Kennedy Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07307 to conduct building 
subcode services for the City of Orange Township for a third (1) year term. 

 
*209-2010. A resolution authorizing the City of Orange Township to renew its contract to EIC 

Inspection Agency Corp., 3705 Kennedy Blvd., Jersey City, NJ 07307 to conduct elevator 
subcode services for the City of Orange Township for third (1) year term. 

   
*210-2010 A resolution authorizing the City of Orange Township to enter into an interlocal 

agreement with the City of Orange Township for the use of the East Orange garage 
facility and mechanic services. 

 
*211-2010 A resolution authorizing the awarding of a contract for supplying asphalt pavement and 

stone dust to Newark Asphalt Corp., Foot of Passaic Street, Newark, New Jersey 07104 
for one (1) year commencing July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011 in the amount not to 
exceed $17,400.00. 

 
*212-2010 A resolution authorizing the awarding of a contract for the 2009 CDBG roadway 

improvements to Chapman Street and Ogden Street (from Reynolds Street to Central 
Avenue) to J.A. Alexander, Inc., 130-158 JFK Drive North, Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003 
in the amount not to exceed $198,279.46. 

 
*213-2010 A resolution approving the submission and approval of an application to the State of New 

Jersey Urban Enterprise Zone Authority for Phase XIV of the salaries for three (3) UEZ 
patrol officers in the amount of $183,976.00. 

 
*214-2010 A resolution designating the Orange Transcript and the Star Ledger as the Official 

Newspapers for the City of Orange, New Jersey 
 
*215-2010       A resolution appointing Council Member Elroy A. Corbitt as the Liaison to  

the Fire Department of the City of Orange Township 
  

*216-2010     A Resolution Re-Appointing Mary Thomas as a Member to the Rent Leveling 
                Board in the City of Orange Township, New Jersey. 
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     MOTION TO ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA: Linda Jones-Bell Second: Corbitt 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President 
  Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, 

No Abstentions and No Absence. 
 
  The Municipal Clerk will now address those resolutions that were removed for a separate 
  vote. 
 
204-2010 A resolution approving the bill list dated July 28, 2010 and approving checks issued by 

the Finance Department in accordance with Ordinance 2-95. (PAGES 1-33, GRAND 
TOTAL:  $2,511,335.06) 

 
 Motion: Corbitt       Second: Eason 
 
 On the Motion, Councilwoman Williams asked Mr. Mason to refer to page 33.  She then 

asked what was this payment of six thousand four hundred and fifty dollars is for. 
 
 Mr. Mason in response stated that it was for a penalty from the DEP.  He stated that the 

City didn’t do the required maintenance on a dam and therefore was fined by DEP 
because they did not comply. 

 
The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 

   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Morton, Williams and Council President    
  Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: Marable 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Six Yeas, One Nay, 

No Abstentions and No Absence. 
 
217-2010      A resolution in memoriam of Evelyn G. Lewis (Sponsored by the Orange Municipal  
                       Council) 
 
 Motion: Corbitt       Second: Morton 
 
 Councilwoman Williams asked if we’ll be formally presenting this resolution at a later 

date. 
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 Council President replied, if it pleases the Council. 
 
 The Clerk stated that he would have the resolution placed in a plaque. 
 
 Councilman Marable stated that number one and five on this resolution are identical and 

needs to be amended. 
 

The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 
   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Eason, Jones-Bell, Marable (yes as amended), Morton, Williams and  
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: None 
  Absences: None 
 
 Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Seven Yeas, No Nays, 

No Abstentions and No Absence. 
 
 
RESOLUTION POSTPONED FROM JULY 20, 2010 REGULAR MEETING 
 
*200-2010 A resolution appointing Councilwoman Linda Jones-Bell as the City  

           Council Representative to the Orange Housing Authority. 
 
  Motion to Adopt: Corbitt        Second: Williams 
 
  On the Motion, Councilman Corbitt stated that he spoke with the Legislative Research 

 Officer as to his finding regarding there  being a conflict and it was determined that there 
 is no conflict with Councilwoman Jones-Bell’s appointment to this position. 

 
  Councilwoman Eason stated that she would like one of the attorneys to state for the  

 record that there is no conflict.  Councilwoman Eason stated for the record that she has 
 nothing against Linda as she is a delightful person.  However, she lives at 340 Thomas 
 Blvd. and she is the Tenant Association President, Councilwoman and soon to be liaison 
 to the Housing Board.  Councilwoman Eason stated that she would like one of the 
 attorney’s to speak to that, just in case anything were to come up. 

 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed stated, the fact that it boomerang back speaks for 

 itself.   
 
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed addressed Marvin Braker, City Attorney 
 
  Mr. Braker stated for the record, that both he and Mr. Warren conference and after 

 researching the Local Government Ethics Law, which is particularly for public officials 
 determined that there was no conflict.  Mr. Braker stated that she is a liaison with the 
 Housing Authority through the Council so from their position it was not a conflict. 

 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed recognized Dwayne Warren, LRO 
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  Mr. Warren stated in agreement with Mr. Braker that there is no official designation by 

 way of ordinance or statute.  He stated that she is simply a point of contact for the 
 Council and there is no conflict of interest. 

 
The Municipal Clerk announced the roll call as follows: 

   
  Yeas: Corbitt, Marable, Morton, Williams and Council President    
  Abdul- Rasheed 
  Nays: None 
  Abstentions: Eason, Jones-Bell 
  Absences: None 
 
  Council President Abdul-Rasheed ruled the motion was carried by Five Yeas, No Nays, 

 Two Abstentions and No Absence. 
 
12) OTHER PENDING BUSINESS 
 
  Council President Abdul- Rasheed stated that he copied his colleagues on an e-mail sent 

to the City Clerk asking him to put out an RFQ for a Council Budget Consultant.  
Council President stated that he asked the Clerk if he could handle this request 
expeditiously. 

 
13) MOTION TO ADJOURN       

 
Motion: Corbitt   Voice Vote    Second: Morton 

 
  
 Adjournment Time: 11:40 PM 

 
 
 
  

              
Dwight Mitchell, RMC    Hassan Abdul- Rasheed 
Municipal Clerk     Council President 
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